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February 4, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell -

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" StSW

Washington, DC 20554

Dcar Chéix'mau.Powe'lI: &

- Iam contactmg you concermng an 1ssue lhat our assocmtmn in momton.ng the merger of
~EchoStar and DirecTV.

cry‘rhmg T have seen concernmg thJS mergcr would bc beneﬁctal not only to our.
' members, but also to consumcrs :

With this merger, reta.i.lcrs would be able to offer a better 'package of services for satellite
dish customers. More local channels More programmmg choice. Access to broadba.nd
.Intemct access anywhere in rural North Da.kom

Our retailers strive to offer the best possible products at the bcstpnce With this merger,
the EchoStar package of services will be far more appealing to consumers because of the
local programmmg, HDTV avallablhty, addmonal pay-per-view channels, etc.

1 am sure you are receiving a numbcr of contacts relauve to th15 issue. Please conmdcr
o glvmg it favorable approval We apprcclatc thc 0pportumty to present our OpmlOIl

Smcerely, ; s
: Russe]lL Hanson '
President . '



